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The Stigma of Culture



The Stigma of Culture



Recovering math teacher



60 Menominee March 155 Miles to Madison



Teachitivity

Updating the 4 C’s

Critical Thinking
Collaboration
Community
Creativity



Proficiency
Growth

Closing the gap?



Curricular Needs – CHECK!



Content Standards vs. Process Standards

What to teach How to teach



Teaching is a challenging profession



Cultural Education



Teacher Training



Facts & Figures

Do they help?



1st grade classroom

Rote vs. Thinking



Teaching Culture

Teaching Culturally



Communication





Industrial Pedagogy

One size fits all



Unique Social/Emotional Needs

Assurance
Attention
Love
Respect
Community
Identity



Family’s effect on education



Social/Emotional Needs Research

Heather Forbes “Beyond Consequences



Women in Teaching – 87%



Let’s play

Step 1: Get a device

Step 2: Go to kahoot.it

Step 3: Enter game pin

Step 4: Create nickname

Step 5: Have fun!



The inevitable argument

How do you handle?



Can we do that?



Collaboration

Working toward a 
common goal



Tower-Soudan School



"Many ideas grow better when 
transplanted into another mind than 
the one where they sprang up." -

Oliver Wendell Holmes



Creativity

What is it?



90 seconds 



Divergent Thinking



The Divergent Thinking Study

▪ 98% of participants rated “genius”

▪All participants were kindergartners

▪At age 10, it dropped to 30%

▪At age 15, it dropped to 12%





Redefining mathematics

▪ Math helps describe our environment

▪ The foundation of math is problem-solving

▪ Problem-solving is:

what you do when you don’t know what to do



What you do…when you don’t know what to do



Creating problem-solvers



“Imagination is more important 
than knowledge. Knowledge is 
limited. Imagination encircles 
the world.” 

-Albert Einstein





138  +  125 =  _____ 

200 
230 
250 
258 
263 



In closing…

Thank you!


